
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Pragmatic disorders make 

it difficult to develop and 

maintain friendships/ 

relationships, impact the 

ability to hold a job, and 

lower social acceptance.  

Poor social skills can 

affect self-esteem and 

emotional health.  It is not 

unusual for children to 

have occasional pragmatic 

problems; however if they 

occur often or seem 

inappropriate for their age 

a pragmatic disorder may 

exist.  Don’t wait.  If you 

have concerns, trust your 

“gut”.  Help is available! 

 

Have questions or comments?  

A topic you would like more 

information about?  Leave a 

post on Vlinder’s Facebook 

page or send an email! 
 

cassandra@vlindertherapies.com 
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Erik is standing in line with his mom at the grocery store.  He tells the woman 
in front of them, “You shouldn’t buy that cake and ice cream.  It’s unhealthy 
and only going to make you fatter than you already are.”  Erik’s mom is 
mortified. 

Erik say words correctly and clearly, has a robust vocabulary and uses long, 

complex sentences with correct grammar; but he still has a communication 

problem.  Social language is the way in which language is used with others; 

how we use language in “real life” (every day social situations).  This area of 

language development is often referred to as pragmatics.  Pragmatics refers 

to the rules that govern the manner in which we use language: 

 The ability to use language for different purposes, such as: greeting 

(e.g. Hi), requesting (e.g. Can I have popcorn?), protesting/refusing 

(e.g. No, I don’t want popcorn.), commenting/informing (e.g. I like 

popcorn!), demanding (e.g. Give me popcorn now!), etc. 

 The ability to change language according to the needs of the 

listener/situation, such as: providing the listener with relevant 

background information, speaking differently to peers than to those 

in authority, speaking differently to friends than to a new 

acquaintance, speaking differently at church than at a party, etc. 

 Following rules for conversations and storytelling, such as: 

appropriately initiating a conversation topic, staying on topic, 

rephrasing when misunderstood, taking turns within a conversation, 

appropriate use of eye contact and facial expressions, using and 

understanding nonverbal communication, physical proximity, etc. 

Individuals with pragmatic difficulties may say inappropriate or unrelated 

things, can appear rude, aloof or uninterested, and often miss important 

social cues (e.g. misunderstand vague or non-literal language, miss or 

misinterpret nonverbal communication, etc.).  If a child is not intuitively 

picking up pragmatic skills, he/she may not without direct specialized 

instruction.  Early intervention can make a difference and improve future 

success.  A screening or evaluation by a licensed speech-language pathologist 

like Cassandra at Vlinder Communication Therapies can help sort out if a 

child’s difficulties are a “passing phase”, fall into a “quirky kid” category, or 

are part of a larger diagnosis. 
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Concerning/Quirky behaviors in young children include: 

 Lack of/inappropriate eye contact 

 Lack of sharing with you or seeking joint attention from you 

 Random laughing, screaming, jargoning, repeating words/phrases  

 Lack of watching, following and mimicking play of other kids (by age ~2) 

 Lack of more direct play/interaction with certain friends (by age ~3) 

 Not modifying their behavior depending on who is around/will see (by age ~3) 

 Lack of exploration of their environment 

 Preschoolers not playing with others 

 

Concerning/Quirky behaviors in school-age children include: 

 Lack of connecting with other children/forming more meaningful friendships 

 Inflexibility; refusal to negotiate and mutually decide rules/plans in play  

 Lack of perspective-taking and empathy  

 Struggling with friendships 

 Difficulty reading body language, facial expressions, situational logic 

 Odd way of talking 

 Over-sharing and inappropriate questions 

 Not intuitively picking up situational manners and expectations 

 Trouble with humor, sarcasm, idioms, slang 
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